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Prison is one of the complicated and pathetic places where 
the convict and under trial persons are lodged owing to their 
involvement in illegal or unlawful activities. It is the 
universal phenomenon which had an ancient history from the 
age old periods. The system and treatment of prison and 
prisoners have been changing because of growing evaluation 
of the human rights approach. In the early periods, prison 
was one of the places where the anti-social and anti-national 
persons were lodged, but now it has been changing, and even 
if the prisoners are convicts, they are treated as human 
beings and his/her rights are protected by law. 


Copyright © 2016 IJASRD. This is an open access article distributed under the Creative Common Attribution 
License, which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original 
work is properly cited. 


INTRODUCTION 

Prisons serve the public by keeping in safe custody those committed by the courts 
and treating them with humanity and helping them lead a useful life in society as law 
abiding citizens after their release from the prison. Prison in India is an age old concept. In 
the early periods, unused old forts were used as prison where the persons who acted against 
the government were lodged. Studying the demographic profile of prisoners is unique in 
nature and it involves social understanding of the prisoners in the jail. 

Prisons in India, and their administration, are a state subject covered by item 4 
under the State List in the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution of India. The management 
and administration of prisons falls exclusively in the domain of the State governments, and 
is governed by the Prisons Act, 1894 and the Prison manuals of the respective state 
governments. Thus, states have the primary role, responsibility and authority to change the 
current prison laws, rules and regulations. The Central Government provides assistance to 
the states to improve security in prisons, for the repair and renovation of old prisons, 
medical facilities, development of borstal schools, facilities to women offenders, vocational 
training, modernization of prison industries, training to prison personnel, and for the 
creation of high security enclosures. 
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1.1 Types of Prisons 

In India, jail is the popular term which describes the prisons, which are categorized 
into the following types. 

(i) Central Jail: Central jail is one of the common and popular jails in the country 
which are run hy the state government concerned. Prisoners sentenced to imprisonment for 
a long period (more than 2 years) are confined in the Central Jails, which have larger 
capacity in comparison to other jails. 

(ii) District Jail: District jails serve as the main prisons in States/UTs where there 
are no Central Jails 

(iii) Sub Jail: Suh jails are smaller institutions situated at suh-divisional level in 
the States 

(iv) Borstal School: Borstal Schools are a type of youth detention centeii and are 
used exclusively for the imprisonment of minors or juveniles. 

(v) Open Jail: Open jails are jails with minimum security prisoners with good 
behaviour satisfying certain norms prescribed in the prison rules are admitted in open 
prisons. 

(vi) Special Jail: Special jails are jails with high security facilities that have 
specialized arrangements for keeping offenders and prisoners who are convicted of 
terrorism, insurgency and violent crimes. 

(vii) Other Jails: Jails that do not fall into the categories discussed above, fall 
under the category of other jails. Three states - Goa, Karnataka & Maharashtra-have 1 jail 
each of the above categories in their jurisdiction. 

1.2 Vocational Training 

Mihika Basu (2013), nearly two years after a report by Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences (TISS) recommended effective vocational training programmes to improve 
employability of prisoners post release, the higher and technical education department has 
decided to extend its facilities to prisons in the state. A major finding of his study was that 
while 48 per cent of inmates had no job skills, almost 74 per cent of them expressed the 
need for jobs after release. 

Q Hayat (1983), Numerous reports dating back to the end of the 19th century have 
pointed to the need for educational programs in prisons. However, the basic penal 
philosophy is one of deterrence and retribution. Prisoner education remains largely 
neglected. The prison education program includes both general education and vocational 
education. However, the number of trained teachers is insufficient, and no supervisory staff 
is provided. No modern program of vocational training exists. Further needs are proper 
supplying and staffing of libraries, improved vocational education, provision of television 
and radio facilities to inmates, and adequate funding. Two references are listed 

Mission News wire (2012), “Building the skills of India’s prison population is a key 
focus for reducing poverty and the potential for recidivism,” says Fr. Mark Hyde, Executive 
Director of Salesian Missions, the U.S. development arm of the Salesians of Don Bosco. 
“Providing educational opportunities while in prison helps youth learn the skills necessary 
to have a productive life once they are released.” 

RAND Corporation report (2013), Prison inmates who receive general education 
and vocational training are significantly less likely to return to prison after release and are 
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more likely to find employment than peers who do not receive such opportunities, according 
to a new RAND Corporation report. 

Researchers found that inmates who participate in correctional education programs 
have 43 percent lower odds of returning to prison than those who do not. The estimate is 
based on studies that carefully account for motivation and other differences between 
correctional education recipients and non-recipients. 

The findings also suggest that prison education programs are cost effective. The 
direct costs of providing education are estimated to be from $1,400 to $1,744 per inmate, 
with re-incarceration costs being $8,700 to $9,700 less for each inmate who received 
correctional education as compared to those who did not. 


Table - 1: Vocational Training Availability in States / UTs at the End of 2014 


SI. 

No 

Type of 
Vocational 
Training 

States / UTs where such facilities are available 

1 

Agriculture 

Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, 
Jharkhand, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, 
Tripura, Uttarakhand, West Bengal, A & N Island and Chandigarh 

2 

Canning 

Bihar, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Odisha, Punjab, Sikkim, West Bengal, Chandigarh and Delhi 

3 

Carpentry 

Assam, Madhya Pradesh, Meghalaya, Sikkim, Tripura, Andaman & 
Nicobar and Chandigarh 

4 

Handloom 

Gujarat, Haryana, Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram and Tamil Nadu 

5 

Soap & Phenyl 
making 

Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Odisha, Punjab, Telangana and West Bengal 

6 

Tailoring 

Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, 
Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Telangana, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand, West Bengal, Andaman & Nicobar, Chandigarh, Delhi and 
Puducherry 

7 

Weaving 

Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Tripura, 
Uttarakhand, West Bengal, Andaman & Nicobar, Delhi and Puducherry 

8 

Others/ 

Miscellaneous 

Andhra Pradesh, Arunachala Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, 
Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand, 
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, 
Meghalaya, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, 
Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, West Bengal, Andaman & Nicobar, 
Chandigarh, Delhi and Puducherry 


The above table indicates various vocational training available to the prison inmates 
in various states and UT’s at the end of 2014. 


Tailoring, Weaving and Agriculture are the most common vocational training 
provided by majority of the states. Canning carpentry handloom, soap and phenyl making 
are other vocational training available in the prison. 
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Table - 2: Total Inmate Populations and Number of Inmates Trained in Various Vocations 
in States/ UT’s at the End of 2014 


S.No 

State 

Inmate Population 

Inmate Trained 

Percentage 

1 

Uttar Pradesh 

88221 

329 

0.37 

2 

Madhya Pradesh 

36433 

7563 

20.75 

3 

Bihar 

31295 

1608 

5.13 

4 

Maharashtra 

27868 

3604 

12.93 

5 

Punjab 

26007 

11344 

43.61 

6 

Rajasthan 

20359 

8251 

40.52 

7 

West Bengal 

20069 

1159 

5.77 

8 

Haryana 

18642 

1608 

8.62 

9 

Jharkhand 

17688 

2650 

14.98 

10 

Chhattisgarh 

16525 

1688 

10.21 

11 

Tamil Nadu 

15874 

3043 

19.16 

12 

Odisha 

14840 

842 

5.67 

13 

Karnataka 

14221 

941 

6.6 

14 

Delhi 

13850 

6714 

48.47 

15 

Gujarat 

11948 

4439 

37.15 

16 

Assam 

8346 

324 

3.88 

17 

Andhra Pradesh 

7964 

3213 

40.34 

18 

Kerala 

7078 

1094 

15.45 

19 

Telangana 

6005 

784 

13.05 

20 

Uttarakhand 

4055 

245 

6.04 

21 

Jammu & Kashmir 

2284 

212 

9.28 

22 

Himachal Pradesh 

2120 

97 

4.57 

23 

Mizoram 

1054 

97 

9.2 

24 

Tripura 

909 

226 

24.86 

25 

Meghalaya 

813 

73 

8.97 

26 

A & N Islands 

769 

202 

26.26 

27 

Chandigarh 

702 

641 

91.31 

28 

Manipur 

644 

58 

9.01 

29 

Goa 

527 

97 

18.4 

30 

Nagaland 

443 

5 

1.12 

31 

Puducherry 

286 

41 

14.33 

32 

Sikkim 

264 

55 

20.83 

33 

D & N Haveli 

199 

0 

- 

34 

Arunachal Pradesh 

127 

9 

7.08 

35 

Daman & Diu 

79 

0 

- 

36 

Lakshadweep 

28 

0 

- 

Total 

418536 

63256 



Sources: National Crime Records Bureau- Prison Statistics India-2014 
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Table no 1 explains the total inmate population and number of inmates trained in 
various vocations in States/ UT’s at the end of 2014. On the whole, only IS.llpercent of the 
prison inmates were trained in various vocations at the end of 2014. Chandigarh has given 
vocational training to 91.31 percent of prison inmates followed by Delhi (48.47%), Punjab 
(43.61%), Andhra Pradesh (40.34%), Gujarat (37.15%) and Andaman & Nicobar Islands 
(26.26%). 


Table - 3: State/UT-wise Number of Prison Inmates Imparted Training Under Different 
Vocations During 2014 


SI. 

No 

State/ UT 

Agriculture 

Carpentry 

Canning 

Tailoring 

Weaving 

Making of 

soap & phenyl 

Handloom 

Others 

Total 

1 

Andhra Pradesh 

0 

0 

0 

318 

257 

0 

0 

2638 

3213 

2 

Arunachal Pradesh 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

9 

3 

Assam 

0 

0 

82 

38 

74 

0 

0 

130 

324 

4 

Bihar 

198 

12 

0 

27 

22 

11 

0 

1338 

1608 

5 

Chhattisgarh 

88 

0 

0 

234 

415 

53 

0 

898 

1688 

6 

Goa 

6 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

85 

97 

7 

Gujarat 

5 

512 

0 

911 

1147 

0 

237 

16927 

4439 

8 

Haryana 

26 

0 

6 

6 

0 

5 

8 

1557 

1608 

9 

Himachal Pradesh 

0 

21 

0 

11 

18 

0 

0 

47 

97 

10 

Jammu & Kashmir 

0 

20 

0 

34 

20 

0 

62 

76 

212 

11 

Jharkhand 

403 

35 

0 

115 

198 

30 

280 

1589 

2650 

12 

Karnataka 

0 

36 

0 

137 

76 

37 

0 

655 

941 

13 

Kerala 

78 

88 

0 

110 

107 

70 

15 

626 

1094 

14 

Madhya Pradesh 

1171 

621 

136 

751 

929 

132 

717 

2806 

7563 

15 

Maharashtra 

0 

531 

0 

473 

0 

0 

0 

2600 

3604 

16 

Manipur 

0 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

0 

44 

58 

17 

Meghalaya 

0 

32 

38 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

73 

18 

Mizoram 

0 

52 

0 

21 

0 

0 

24 

0 

97 

19 

Nagaland 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

20 

Odisha 

0 

65 

0 

200 

330 

50 

0 

197 

842 

21 

Punjab 

1851 

670 

0 

279 

1747 

23 

0 

6774 

13344 

22 

Rajasthan 

0 

0 

0 

136 

213 

0 

0 

7902 

8251 

23 

Sikkim 

6 

12 

16 

2 

0 

0 

0 

19 

55 

24 

Tamil Nadu 

35 

0 

0 

0 

116 

0 

15 

2877 

3043 

25 

Telangana 

0 

0 

0 

53 

73 

13 

0 

645 

784 

26 

Tripura 

142 

0 

29 

14 

22 

0 

0 

19 

226 

27 

Uttar Pradesh 

0 

0 

0 

41 

0 

0 

0 

288 

329 
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28 

Uttarakhand 

40 

0 

0 

90 

10 

0 

0 

105 

245 

29 

West Bengal 

85 

15 

0 

75 

106 

5 

0 

873 

1159 

Total States 

4441 

2722 

307 

4101 

5880 

429 

1358 

36420 

55658 

30 

A&N Islands 

63 

0 

29 

3 

7 

0 

0 

100 

202 

31 

Chandigarh 

52 

240 

97 

26 

0 

0 

0 

226 

641 

32 

D&N Haveli 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

33 

Daman & Diu 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

34 

Delhi 

0 

341 

0 

787 

336 

0 

0 

5250 

6714 

35 

Lakshadweep 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

36 

Puducherry 

0 

0 

0 

2 

9 

0 

0 

30 

41 

Total UTs 

115 

581 

126 

818 

352 

0 

0 

5606 

7598 

All India Total 

4556 

3303 

433 

4919 

6232 

429 

1358 

42026 

63256 


Sources: National Crime Records Bureau- Prison Statistics India-2014 


Table no 9 indicates State/UT-wise number of prison inmates who were imparted 
training under different vocations during 2014. 63256 prison inmates were trained under 
different vocations during 2014 of which 4556 prison inmates were trained in agriculture, 
3303 inmates in carpentry, 433 inmates in canning, 4919 inmates in tailoring, 6232 inmates 
in weaving, 429 inmates in making of soap and phenyl, 1358 inmates in handlooms and 
42026 inmates in other type of vocational training during the year 2014. 

As regards the state wise vocational training, Punjab has given vocational training 
to 13344 prison inmates followed by Rajasthan (8251), and Madhya Pradesh (7563). As 
regards the UT wise vocational training, Delhi has given vocational training to 6714 prison 
inmates followed by Chandigarh with 641 inmates. 

Table - 4: State/UT Wise Per Capita Value of Goods Produced by Prison Inmates During - 
2014 


S.No 

State 

Value 

1 

Kerala 

30285.4 

2 

Tamil Nadu 

23291.5 

3 

Chandigarh 

16709.4 

4 

Delhi 

10630.3 

5 

Gujarat 

6266.3 

6 

Andhra Pradesh 

5401.8 

7 

Maharashtra 

5148.9 

8 

Bihar 

5031.8 

9 

Telangana 

3130.7 

10 

Chhattisgarh 

2570.7 

11 

Sikkim 

2386.4 

12 

Karnataka 

2093.4 

13 

Jharkhand 

1877.0 

14 

Uttar Pradesh 

1397.2 
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15 

Uttarakhand 

1395.8 

16 

Punjab 

1070.1 

17 

Himachal Pradesh 

943.4 

18 

Jammu & Kashmir 

888.8 

19 

Madhya Pradesh 

832.8 

20 

Odisha 

751.3 

21 

Haryana 

542.3 

22 

Rajasthan 

534.4 

23 

Tripura 

451.0 

24 

West Bengal 

334.3 

25 

Goa 

322.6 

26 

Mizoram 

189.8 

27 

Assam 

123.4 

28 

Nagaland 

45.1 

29 

A&N Islands 

39.0 


Sources: National Crime Records Bureau- Prison Statistics India-2014 

Kerala recorded the highest (Rs. 30,285.40) per capita value of goods produced hy the 
prison inmates during 2014 followed hy Tamil Nadu (Rs. 23,291.50), Chandigarh with Rs. 
16,709.40, Delhi (Rs. 10,630.30), and Gujarat with Rs.6,266.30; Andaman & Nicohar Islands 
registered the least (Rs. 39.0) per capita value of goods produced hy the person inmates 
during 2014 followed hy Nagaland (Rs. 45.10). 


Table - 5: State/UT wise Value of Goods Produced by Inmates During 2014 


SI. 

No 

State/UT 

Inmate 

Population 

Gross Value of Sale 
Produced/Earning 
(Rs. in lakh) 

Value of Goods 
Produced per 
Inmate (Col.4/Col.3) 
(In Rs.) 

1 

Andhra Pradesh 

7964 

430.2 

5401.8 

2 

Arunachal Pradesh 

127 

0.0 

0.0 

3 

Assam 

8346 

10.3 

123.4 

4 

Bihar 

31295 

1574.7 

5131.8 

5 

Chattisgarh 

16525 

424.8 

2570.7 

6 

Goa 

527 

1.7 

322.6 

7 

Gujarat 

11948 

748.7 

6266.3 

8 

Haryana 

18642 

101.1 

542.3 

9 

Himachal Pradesh 

2120 

20.0 

943.4 

10 

Jammu & Kashmir 

2284 

20.3 

888.8 

11 

Jharkhand 

17688 

332.0 

1877.0 

12 

Karnataka 

14221 

297.7 

2093.4 

13 

Kerala 

7078 

2143.6 

30285.4 

14 

Madhya Pradesh 

36433 

303.4 

832.8 

15 

Maharashtra 

27868 

1434.9 

5148.9 
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16 

Manipur 

644 

0.0 

0.0 

17 

Meghalaya 

813 

0.0 

0.0 

18 

Mizoram 

1054 

2.0 

189.8 

19 

Nagaland 

443 

0.2 

45.1 

20 

Odisha 

14840 

111.5 

751.3 

21 

Punjab 

26007 

278.3 

1070.1 

22 

Rajasthan 

20359 

108.8 

534.4 

23 

Shikkam 

264 

6.3 

2386.4 

24 

TamilNadu 

15874 

3697.3 

23291.5 

25 

Telengana 

6005 

188.0 

3130.7 

26 

Tirupura 

909 

4.1 

451.0 

27 

Uttar Pradesh 

88221 

1232.6 

1397.2 

28 

Uttarakhand 

4055 

56.6 

1395.8 

29 

West Bengal 

20069 

67.1 

334.3 


Total States 

402623 

13596.2 

3376.9 

30 

A&N Islands 

769 

0.3 

39.0 

31 

Chandigarh 

702 

117.3 

16709.4 

32 

D&N Haveli 

199 

0.0 

0.0 

33 

Daman&Diu 

79 

0.0 

0.0 

34 

Delhi 

13850 

1472.3 

10630.3 

35 

Lakshdweep 

28 

0.0 

0.0 

36 

Puducherry 

286 

0.0 

0.0 


Total UTs 

15913 

1589.9 

9991.2 


All India Total 

418536 

15186.1 

3628.4 


Sources: National Crime Records Bureau - Prison Statistics India-2014 


Table no 10 indicates that the State/UT wise value of goods produced by inmates 
during 2014 was Rs. 15186.1 Lakh as gross value of sale produced/earned by prison inmates, 
which shows the value of goods produced per inmate amounted to Rs. 3628.4. More gross 
value of goods produced by prison inmates was recorded in Tamil Nadu with Rs. 3697.3 
Lakh followed by Kerala (Rs. 2143.6 Lakh). 

As regards value of goods produced by inmates, Kerala was placed first with Rs. 
30285.4 followed by Tamil Nadu with Rs. 23291.5 

FINDINGS 

In India, vocational training is available to the prison inmates in agriculture, 
canning carpentry, handloom, soap and phenyl making, tailoring weaving and other 
miscellaneous activities at the end of 2014. 

In India there are 418536 prisoners, of whom 63256 prison inmates (15.11%) only 
are trained in various vocations because training will be given only to the convicts in the 
prison. 

As regards the state wise vocational training, Punjab has given vocational training 
to 13344 prison inmates followed by Rajasthan (8251), and Madhya Pradesh (7563). As 
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regards the UT wise vocational training, Delhi has given vocational training to 6714 prison 
inmates followed hy Chandigarh with 641 inmates. 

Per capita value of goods produced hy the prison is one of the significant 
contributions to the national economy. It resulted in the fact that, the prison inmates were 
used as economic resource. 

As regards value of goods produced per inmates Kerala, was placed first with 
Rs.30285.4 followed hy Tamil Nadu with Rs.23291.5 as against all India total which 
amounted to Rs.3628.4 

CONCLUSION 

Vocational training is one indispensable training to enlarge the self-employment 
activities of the unemployed or the underemployed, which make them as a viable manpower 
in the country. In the topical periods, skills and vocational training become budding aspects 
to promote employment opportunity to all. As such, providing vocational training to the 
prison inmates is one of the innovative schemes which makes the prisoners as a valuable 
resource and also it helps to generate income for them to meet their dependents. Vocational 
training to the prisoners will make them self-employee entrepreneurs after their 
imprisonment is over. Therefore vocational training to prisoners should be strengthened 
and also various types of vocational training should be offered to them. 
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